1585]                RaleigKs Virginia.                299

about fifty-five years old, had done his share of fight-
ing under Sir Henry Sidney and others, and had been
one of " Leicester's band " of equerries to the Queen.
" Having served her Majesty these twenty years,
spent my patrimony, bruised my limbs, and yet
nevertheless at this day not worth one groat by her
Majesty's gift towards a living," as he stated in a
petition to Lord Burghley in July, 1583, he was in
February, 1585, appointed to the Virginian post at
the instigation of Sir Francis Walsingham and Sir
Philip Sidney, from both of whom he acknowledged
having received favours. It was chiefly to Walsing-
ham, but also to Sidney, that he sent home the
letters that fill out the first chapter in the history
of Virginia. Lane was not strong enough or wise
enough for his work. His governorship was a fail-
ure, and the blunders committed by him, or by
others whom he was not able to control, had to be
corrected as far as might be, and atoned for.

While the experiment was being made, Sidney was
too busy with other matters to pay much or steady
attention to it.

